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 Memorandum 
 
Effective January 21, 2009, no papain-containing wound care products will be available in the 
U.S.  The attached communication from HealthPoint outlines that papain products are being 
withdrawn from the market due to reports of adverse events and allergic reactions.  
 
A list of papain-urea and papain-urea-chlorphyll-copper products follows. 
 
Papain-urea      Papain-Urea-Chlorophyll-Copper-  
(Debrider)     Complex (Debrider-Healer) 
Accuzyme- All formulations   AllanfilEnzyme – All formulations 
AllanEnzyme – All formulations  Allanfil Spray 
AllanZyme Topical Spray   Gladase-C 
Ethezyme – All formulations   Panafil - All formulations 
Gladase Debriding Topical Ointment  Papfyl  
Kovia – All formulations   Ziox – All formulations 
Papain-urea 
Paptase 
 
There are few options remaining.  All residents prescribed a papain-containing product should 
be evaluated to determine whether topical debridement should be continued.  Collagenase 
(Santyl®) is an FDA-approved product indicated for the debridement of chronic dermal ulcers- 
e.g. pressure ulcers, vascular ulcers, diabetic foot ulcers and severely burned areas. 
Collagenase (Santyl®) may be an appropriate alternative for papain products. Becaplermin 
(Regranex® Gel) is another FDA-approved alternative for the treatment of diabetic foot ulcers 
that extend into the subcutaneous tissue or beyond and have an adequate blood supply.  
Regranex® is significantly more expensive than Santyl®. 

Omnicare will continue to supply papain-containing products while supplies last, up to January 
21, 2009.   

− Consultant pharmacists will provide patient-specific recommendations for prescribers in 
November and December in preparation for papain-containing product withdrawal. 

− For prescriptions for papain-containing products after this date, Omnicare will suggest 
Santyl® using a therapeutic interchange process.    

Please feel free to contact your Omnicare pharmacy if you have any questions.  
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